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YEAR 8: GOTHIC 
LITERATURE





YEAR 8 CREATIVE 
WRITING



Y8 SPRING TERM: BOY, EVERYWHERE



Y8 SPRING TERM: STORY WRITING



Y8 SPRING TERM: STORY WRITING



Specific AOs
AO1 – Identify 
and use key 
quotes
AO2 – Analyse 
Language
AO3 – Refer to 
context

YEAR 8: BLOOD BROTHERS

Key Language

Inequality
Siblings
Hierarchy
Class
Maternal
Nature
Nurture
Benefits
Education
Poverty
Wealth
Instability
Destiny
Fate
Prologue

Social and Historical Context
Marilyn Monroe – An icon of glamour and luxury, she was also troubled 
and died of an overdose after becoming addicted to various drugs.
Margaret Thatcher – Blood Brothers was completed in 1981, two years 
after Thatcher became prime minister.
Thatcher’s decision to leave Liverpool to ‘managed decline’ meant 30% 
of the workforce became
unemployed, emphasising the differences between the upper and lower 
classes.
Willy Russell - Willy Russell was born in 1947 in Liverpool, where the 
play is set. He came from a working class family and became a 
hairdresser after leaving school at fifteen. In later life he decided to go 
back to college. It was at college that he started writing plays.

Stylistic Features
Reprise – a song or part of a song that is repeated. Often it is 
intermingled with a new song.
E.g. Marilyn Monroe.
Motif – A dominant or recurring image or idea in a text e.g. the gun. 
Juxtaposition – Two opposite ideas are near each other in a piece of 
writing. Foreshadowing – when the author alludes to what is to come in 
the text.
Parallel – two corresponding things that run side by side, e.g. the school 
scenes.
Cyclical – the structure of the play is cyclical as it starts and ends in the 
same place. Soliloquy – when a character speaks their thoughts aloud, 
to themselves. It is different to a monologue which is one character 
speaking, but in front of others
Antihero – a central character in a story, film, or drama who lacks 
conventional heroic attributes.
Narrator – echoes the function of the Greek Chorus, asks the audience 
to detach and judge. Stage Directions – used prolifically by Russell to 
describe the movement and actions of characters.

CHARACTERS
Narrator – takes on multiple roles
Mrs Johnstone – Mother of the twins, impoverished.
Mrs Lyons – takes Eddie, privileged. Mickey – poor twin, frequently 
downtrodden
Eddie – rich twin, not streetwise
Sammy - delinquent brother to Mickey Linda – Mickey’s
girlfriend and Eddie’s secret love
Mr Lyons – Father of Edward

Themes and Ideas
Nature vs. Nurture – we are encouraged to 
wonder whether it is genetics or their 
upbringing that has influenced the boys’ 
lives.
Class – the contrast between the 
Johnstone and Lyons’ backgrounds 
dominates much of the play.
Superstition – Mrs Lyons manipulates Mrs 
Johnstone’s superstitious character, 
creating the central conflict in the play.
Motherhood Power Judgement Love 
Destiny/ Fate

WHEN ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS 
RELATED TO PLAYS 
LIKE BLOOD 
BROTHERS, YOU 
MUST: Make a clear 
point that answers 
the question; 
include evidence 
from the text; 
discuss and analyse 
the evidence you 
have chosen, and 
include information 
related to context.


