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Specific AOs
AO1 – Identify 
and use key 
quotes
AO2 – Analyse 
Language
AO3 – Refer to 
context

YEAR 9: OF MICE AND MEN

Key Language 
Features

Cyclical 
narrative
Dustbowl
Microcosm
Segregation
Prejudice 
Motif
Isolation
Pugnacious 
Derogatory
Hierarchy
Disengaged

Social and Historical Context
The Great Depression: the Great Depression took place following the 
Wall Street Crash in October 1929 and affected the world’s economy. 
Wall Street is a street in New York City, where many financial firms are 
based, and the term Wall Street is used to describe the American sector. 
The Wall Street Crash happened as a result of the following factors:
• many normal Americans had started investing in the stock 

exchange and borrowing money to do so
• stock prices rose unsustainably
And then stock owners all attempted to sell shares at the same time 
(Black Tuesday). Other actions that contributed included: too many 
goods being made and not enough were being bought; food prices were 
dropping, affecting farmers’ incomes; following the Wall Street Crash, 
the USA recalled the huge loans that it had made to several European 
countries, meaning that the European economy was also affected by the 
crash.

The American Dream is written into the Declaration of Independence: 
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Lennie and George's dream 
of owning a farm and living off the "fatta the lan" symbolises this 
dream. Of Mice and Men shows that for poor migrant workers during 
the Depression, the American Dream became an illusion and a trap.

About the Author
John Steinbeck was an American writer (1902-1968) who was born in 
Salinas, where the novella is set. He often wrote stories as morals or 
allegories, that attempted to criticise or consider the social problems 
presented by the Great Depression or struggles of particular groups that 
suffered segregation. 

Other notable works include The Grapes of Wrath, The Pearl and East of 
Eden. 

CHARACTERS
George: Lennie’s closest friend, George is protective of Lennie and loyal 
towards him, claiming Lennie stops him from getting mean.  However, 
George can sometimes lack patience with Lennie’s optimism.
Lennie: naïve, immensely strong and gentle, Lennie has a mental disability 
that means he is solely reliant upon George. As a result, Lennie is the 
focus of Curley’s cruelty.
Curley: an insecure, violent man who actively looks for violence or 
opportunities to prove his worth. Incredibly possessive of his wife, Curley 
seems to pick fights to compensate for his lack of size.
Curley’s Wife: flirtatious and lonely, Curley’s wife is presented a s a 
danger to the other men because of the consequences if Curley suspects 
that they have interacted with her. She shares her lost dreams with 
Lennie, emphasising her lack of companionship. 
Crooks: Cynical and yet to an extent a believer in the American Dream, 
stable manager and the only black migrant worker on the farm. As a 
result of this, he sleeps in the stables, segregated from the other men. 
Slim: self assured and respected, Slim is the calm, quiet authority of the 
men at the ranch. He understands George and Lennie’s friendship but 
even he cannot protect others.
Candy: The oldest worker, Candy is a crippled handyman with a feeble 
dog. Broken by life, Candy is desperate to believe in a dream or plan. He 
offers to help George and Lennie by cashing in his life savings to help 
them buy a farm.

Themes and Ideas

Hopes and Dreams, Loneliness and 
Companionship, Brutality and Dignity

WHEN ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS 
RELATED TO 
NOVELS LIKE OF 
MICE AND MEN, 
YOU MUST: Make a 
clear point that 
answers the 
question; include 
evidence from the 
text; discuss and 
analyse the 
evidence you have 
chosen, and include 
information related 
to context.



Analysing and Comparing Non-fiction Texts

Key Terms

Active Reading
Explicit
Implicit

Connotations
Infers

Implies
Imagery

Metaphor
Simile

Repetition
Listing

Contrast
Semantic field

Hyperbole
Short sentence

Irony
Tone

Register
Perspective

Summary Synthesis
Comparison

Discourse Markers

Information Retrieval

Typical question: 
• Read again the first part of Source A from lines 1 to 8. Identify 

the four true statements in the following list …

Approach?
• Scan the text carefully to check which statements are true
• Look for both explicit information and things implied by the 

writer, which requires you to read between the lines

Analysing Language

Typical question:
• You now need to refer only to Source A from lines 16 to 26. How does the writer use 

language to describe the power of the sea?
Approach?
• Make sure you look at the right text!
• Select three effective uses of language to explore, preferably techniques or images
• Use the PETAL approach – Point-Evidence-Technique-Analysis-Link (back to the 

question)
• The key is to ‘say a lot about a little’
• Ensure that the effects of language and impressions created are thoroughly explored 
• Identify word types and techniques correctlySummary of Differences between Texts

Typical question: 
• Use details from both sources to write a summary of what you 

understand about the different boats. 

Approach?
• Identify three differences presented in Sources A and B
• Ensure you focus on the person, place or thing specified – don’t 

stray onto writers’ views! 
• Use PEE – Point, Evidence, Explore (the differences) in your answer
• Make it clear which text you are talking about by referencing the 

source or the writer
• There is not the same need to zoom in on language and explore 

the writer’s craft
• Use discourse markers like ‘whereas’, ‘whilst’, ‘however’ to 

introduce your comparisons

Comparing Viewpoints and Methods

Typical question:
• Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives and feelings about their 

experiences at sea.

Approach?
• Using the PETAL approach outline the writers’ feelings/views in Source A and focus on 

how they use language/techniques to convey those views
• Move on to Source B, identifying the writer’s views in the second text, commenting on 

how they are different from those presented in Source A, again focusing on the 
writer’s craft

• Usually the sources will be different forms and may have a different 
audience/purpose, which may influence the register and style of the language used. 
You should consider this too in your response.

‘Active Reading’ – Before answering any questions on a text/s, highlight relevant parts of the text, labelling techniques used and identifying their effects.





YEAR 9: ROMEO AND JULIET

Key Language 
Features

Prologue
Foreshadowing
Dramatic Irony
Bawdy Humour
Monologue
Soliloquy
Juxtaposition
Oxymoron
Metaphor
Iambic 
Pentameter
Blank Verse
Sonnet Form
Celestial 
Imagery

THEMES AND CONTEXT
Love- The love Romeo and Juliet share is beautiful and 
passionate. It is pure, exhilarating, and transformative, and 
they are willing to give everything to it. But it is also chaotic 
and destructive, bringing death to friends, family, and to 
themselves. Alternative attitudes to love are offered through 
Mercutio’s cynicism and innuendo, and the Nurse’s often 
bawdy, physical references. Familial love can be explored, 
especially with Juliet’s relationship to her parents.
Fate- No matter what the lovers do, what plans they make, or 
how much they love each other, their struggles against fate 
only help fulfill it. But defeating or escaping fate is not the 
point. No one escapes fate. It is Romeo and Juliet's 
determination to struggle against fate in order to be together, 
whether in life or death, that shows the fiery passion of their 
love, and which makes that love eternal.
Individuals v society- Because of their forbidden love, Romeo 
and Juliet are forced into conflict with the social world around 
them: family, friends, political authority, and even religion. 
Language and word play- Romeo and Juliet constantly play 
with language. They pun, rhyme, and speak in double-
entendres. All these word games may seem like mere fun, and 
they are fun. The characters that pun and play with language 
have fun doing it. But word play in Romeo and Juliet has a 
deeper purpose: rebellion. Romeo and Juliet play with 
language to escape the world.
Violence / Conflict – The play opens in a violent street fashion. 
The blood feud between the two families features in the 
prologue. The romance between Romeo and Juliet brings many 
deaths until the eventual death of the two protagonists.

CHARACTERS
Romeo Montague
Intense, intelligent, quick witted, and loved by his friends.
Juliet Capulet
Naïve and sheltered at the beginning, develops into a woman 
with strength. Grounded.
Mercutio
Romeo’s close friend. Wild, playful and sarcastic
Tybalt
Juliet’s cousin. A hothead consumed by issues of family honour. 
Hates the Montagues.
Benvolio
Romeo’s cousin, less quick witted than Romeo and Mercutio, 
tries to keep the peace.
Friar Laurence
A Franciscan monk and a friend to both Romeo and Juliet. 
Nurse
Juliet's best friend and confidante, and in many ways is more 

her mother than Lady Capulet is.
Prince Escalus
Leader of Verona, concerned with keeping order between the 
warring families. 
Paris
Nobleman given permission to woo Juliet intially, then to marry 
her after Tybalt’s death. Killed by Romeo.
Lord Capulet
Patriarch of the Capulets, counterpart to Lord Montague. 
Arranges marriage for Juliet, quick to anger when disobeyed.

SYMBOLS
Light/ dark and 
day/night
Romeo and Juliet is 
filled with imagery 
of light and dark. 
But while light is 
traditionally 
connected with 
"good" and dark 
with "evil," in 
Romeo and Juliet
the relationship is 
more complex. 
Romeo and Juliet 
constantly see each 
other as forms of 
light. In the balcony 
scene, Romeo 
describes Juliet as 
the sun, while Juliet 
describes Romeo as 
stars. But the 
relationship 
between light and 
dark is complicated 
by the lover's need 
for the privacy of 
darkness in order to 
be together. 



Specific AOs
AO1 – Identify 
and use key 
quotes
AO2 – Analyse 
Language
AO3 – Refer to 
context

YEAR 9: LORD OF THE FLIES

Key Language

Allegory
Microcosm
Civilisation
Democracy
Savagery
Society
Dictatorship
Tyrant
Masculinity
Persecute/
persecution
Naïve
Order
Power
Latent
Symbolism
Mob mentality
Fear
Inherent
Mankind

CHARACTERS
Ralph is the primary representative of order, civilisation and democracy. His insistence of the use of the conch ties him to this k ey
democratic symbol. While initially being described as a image of masculinity and strength, like the conch, Ralph’s leadership becomes
fragile. He demonstrates that everyone is susceptible to the dehumanising effects of losing civilisation.
Piggy represents intelligence and logic. His glasses are a symbol of this intelligence and hope - a testament to mankind’s scientific
understanding. Physically he does not fit in and is of a lower class. As readers we partake in his bullying, only ever calling him ‘Piggy’. He 
has
a naïve faith in the infallibility of adults, He is a victim throughout. And only fully appreciated at the end of the novel.
Jack embodies what happens without the civilising influence of society—we become savages with dictatorial rule and ritualised violence.
Golding uses Jack as a foil to Ralph, highlighting their leadership differences.
Simon can be interpreted as a Christ-like figure. He has an affinity with nature, seeks solitude, is kind and suffers from many 
hallucinatory/fainting experiences. It is through Simon that we hear Golding’s message explicitly: he speaks with the Beast and thus loses 
his innocence, understanding that evil is within all humanity. Simon is killed by the boys, demonstrating the power of savagery and the 
mob
mentality.
Roger represents the innate evil. His violence escalates quickly from throwing stones in Chapter 4 to “sharpening a stick at both ends”
to the brutal, blunt murder of Piggy. Contextually, Roger represents people who take pleasure in their persecution of others when 
sanctioned by authority, such as Jack.
As identical twins, Sam and Eric merge together and gradually lose their individual identities as the novel continues. This change 
represents how easily it is to forget or change our social conditioning and lose our sense of identity.

Themes and Ideas
Loss of Innocence: As the boys on the island progress from well-behaved, orderly children longing for rescue to cruel, bloodthirsty hunters who
have no desire to return to civilization, they naturally lose the sense of innocence that they possessed at the beginning of the novel. The painted
savages in Chapter 12 who have hunted, tortured, and killed animals and human beings are a far cry from the guileless children swimming in the
lagoon in Chapter 3. But Golding does not portray this loss of innocence as something that is done to the children; rather, it results naturally
from their increasing openness to the innate evil and savagery that has always existed within them. Golding implies that civilization can mitigate
but never wipe out the innate evil that exists within all human beings.
The Beast/good vs evil: This theme almost becomes like a character as the boys take the beast for different objects and people across the
novel. Golding shows us that the beast is not something separate to ourselves; rather it is the inherent darkness and capacity for evil with which
we are all born. It is the beast within ourselves. Good vs evil is shown as a battle between two forces: Ralph and Jack.

WHEN ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS 
RELATED TO 
NOVELS LIKE LORD 
OF THE FLIES, YOU 
MUST: Make a clear 
point that answers 
the question; 
include evidence 
from the text; 
discuss and analyse 
the evidence you 
have chosen, and 
include information 
related to context.



Year 9: Speech Writing


