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Economic: High Skilled 
jobs in the financial 
centre of Rio, which 
offers a wide variety of 
well paid formal jobs.

Economic: Low Skilled 
jobs in the tourism 
industry

Economic: Low Skilled jobs in the 
steelworks and other industries

Social: The Maracana stadium 
provides recreation/ leisure
opportunities of watching 
football matches.

Social: People can spend 
their leisure time 
sunbathing & swimming.

Social: Favelas provide 
low cost housing.

Social: Malls offer shopping and 
leisure opportunities to improve 
quality of life

Economic: Low Skilled 
jobs in the ports
handling goods, which 
gives work for migrants
from rural areas

Economic: The airport and 
port which is important for 
infrastructure, providing 
transport and trade links.

Challenges of life in Rio de Janeiro

In Rio, there are big 
contrasts in:
-Unemployment rates
-The types of employment 
people have (formal vs 
informal)
-Levels of crime

Construction of the Favelas
Homes are built illegally from scrap materials.
Steep slopes pose a hazard of landslides such as in 2010 
when 224 died.
There is limited road access – this means waste 
collection vehicles cannot access the favela, so dumping 
occurs.

Crime: In favelas
High murder rate of 20 per 
1000 in favelas.
Drug gangs are violent. 
Police violence and corruption
make people wary of the police.

Services In the non-improved favelas:
12% have no piped water
30% have no electricity
50% have no sewerage system
The sewers are open drains
People have to visit a tap and carry water uphill.

Unemployment in favelas
Can be as high as 20%. Low pay (often 
<£75/month)
1/3 of people in Rio have informal sector 
jobs which are unreliable and do not pay tax 
so government can’t spend on improving 
services e.g. health, education etc.

Smog kills 5000+ 
per year.
Car ownership was 
up 40% last decade.

55 polluted rivers flow into 
Guanebara Bay. 
200 tonnes of sewage per 
day!

Newly Emerging 
Economy - A country 
that has recently 
become more wealthy 
due to industrialisation 
e.g. Brazil.

Location On the Atlantic Coast of South Eastern Brazil.
Importance Locally

Regionally
Nationally

City population of 6.5 m people and 12.5m in the surrounding area.
5 ports and 3 airports: Major transport hub – iron ore, coffee and sugar exported
5% of Brazil’s GDP is made in Rio – 2nd most important industrial centre in Brazil.

Causes of 
growth

Major industrial (e.g. HQ of ‘Petrobras’ oil) and financial centre. Beaches such as Copacabana attract tourist industry workers. Low skilled 
workers from the Amazon basin are attracted to work and a higher standard of living in Rio. Attracts Portuguese speaking migrants from 
overseas and Chinese investors.

There are ‘pull factors’ for 
migrants to Rio de Janeiro.



Urban Issues and Challenges: Example of urban planning in NEE city Favela Bairro
Project
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Cost

AIM: To improve Construction of the Favelas
Homes are built illegally from scrap materials.
Steep slopes pose a hazard of landslides such as in 2010 
when 224 died.
There is limited road access – this means waste 
collection vehicles cannot access the favela, so dumping 
occurs.

AIM: to reduce crime to improve Quality of Life because
High murder rate of 20 per 1000 in favelas.
Drug gangs are violent. 
Police violence and corruption make people wary of the police.

AIM: To improve Services In the non-improved favelas:
12% have no piped water
30% have no electricity
50% have no sewerage system
The sewers are open drains
People have to visit a tap and carry water uphill.

The Favela Bairro Project is an example of 
how favelas can be improved. 
It cost $1Bn.
The local authority provided land and services 
for residents to build homes

Location
Complexo do Alemao is a 
group of favelas in the North 
Zone of Rio.
It is home to 60,000 people.

Social Improvements
• Developing samba and Afro-reggae music 

and dance activities to keep children away 
from crime.

• A ‘UPP’ Pacifying Police Unit has been 
controlling Complexo do Alemao since 
2013.

• Building new health (e.g. new Family 
Health Clinic), education (e.g. 5 supported 
schools “Escolas do Amanha” children can 
attend classes on a part- or full-time basis.) 
and use leisure facilities.

Economic Improvements
• New cable car service installed in 2011 across the 

hillsides: One free return ticket to the city centre a 
day, for access to work. It cost 210 million 
Brazilian reais to build so it was controversial.

• Credit was made available for people to improve 
their homes. 

• 100% mortgages so people can buy their homes.

Environmental Improvements

• Roads paved and formally named.
• New drainage system for improved sanitation.
• Access to a water supply.

AIM: To reduce Unemployment in favelas
Can be as high as 20%. 
Low pay (often <£75/month)
1/3 of people in Rio have informal sector jobs which 
are unreliable and do not pay tax so government can’t 
spend on improving services e.g. health, education 
etc.

Was it successful?
• Shootings still occur on an average of every 30 hours e.g. July 2022 – 18 dead after a UPP 

incident.
• They have access to computer labs, Arts classes, and now they‘re learning to speak English

Was it successful?
• The cable car ran out of state funding in 2016 and is now closed as the Brazilian state withdrew funding. 

Was it 
successful?
Residents lack 
the skills and 
resources to 
maintain the 
new 
infrastructure
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Importance

Context

West Africa, with a coastline on the 
Atlantic Ocean.Location

Quizlet Link: The Development Gap 
Keywords

Regionally:
• Fastest growing population in Africa 

(182m).
• Highest GDP in Africa.
• A member of African trade group 

ECOWAS – e.g. with Ghana and Ivory 
Coast.

• It is a now a member of the African 
Union, providing troops for 
peacekeeping in West Africa. 

Internationally:
• Supplies 2.7% of the world’s oil. 
• World’s highest average GDP growth 

2010-15. 
• United Nations: 5th largest nation in UN 

peacekeeping operations. 
• It is a Commonwealth country as it is an 

ex-colony of Britain.

Political changes in context Socio-Economic context

• Was a British colony – gained independence 
from the UK in 1960. 

• Civil war 1967-70 as the Igbo people in the 
South East tried to become a separate republic 
(Biafra)

• Then a corrupt government.
• Became democratic and stable in 1999.

• Multi-ethnic country - Yoruba (21%), 
Hausa and Fulani (29%), and Igbo (18%) 
ethnic groups.

• Multi-faith country – Christianity, 
Islam, traditional African religions

• However, Boko Haram an Islamic 
fundamentalist group cause tension in 
the poorer North.

• There is a lot of economic inequality 
between poor North, richer South.

Cultural Environmental

• Afrobeats music is increasingly popular globally 
e.g. Fireboy DML ‘Peru’, and Burna Boy artists 
have entered western culture.

• Nigerian cinema known as ‘Nollywood’ – these 
movies are viewed worldwide.

• Nigerian football - African cup of nations. 
Footballers: Victor Moses, Jay Jay Okocha, Kanu.

Varied climate and biomes:
• Drier in North (semi-desert)
• Forest in South
• Plateau (a high altitude flat area) in central regions.

GDP trend

2.7%

10,000 illegal small scale industries – release pollution to 
water and air e.g. in Lagos.
70-80% of Nigeria’s forests have been deforested for 
industrial/urban growth.
2008: 20km2 of land was covered by an oil spill devastating 
farms/fishing. 
Shell paid just £55m in compensation.

2000 – it was an LIC (with a very low QOL)        2011 - highest HDI improvement (a NEE)
However: The gap between rich and poor is widening rapidly.
Nigeria is too oil-dependent and oil revenue was not used to diversify the economy.
Pollution in the Niger Delta, the Tsetse Fly prevent scattle rearing being a success, and 
the Ethnic tension and ‘Boko Haram’ puts off investors.
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Trading relationship changes
• Nigeria used to trade with just the UK and British 

Empire countries before independence (in 1960)
• Nigeria now trades agricultural products with African 

nations through ECOWAS e.g. Ghana/Ivory Coast
• Also it now trades mainly with China and EU countries 

for imports e.g. phones 
• Nigeria is now a member of OPEC to stabilise oil prices 

and ensure a regular supply.

- Nigeria is the 12th largest world supplier of oil. 
- Over 85% of GNI is from oil.
- 2.7% of the World’s oil is from Nigeria.
Shell is an Anglo-Dutch TNC in the Niger Delta.
- They provide 65,000 direct jobs.
- They create 250,000 jobs in related industries.
- 91% of contracts go to Nigerian companies.
- 2008 Bodo oil spills threatened fishing.
- They used to sell a lot of oil to the US, but now their biggest customer is 

India and other Asian nations.

Main exports…

 Crude Oil

 Natural Gas

 Rubber

 Cocoa

 Cotton

Main imports…

 Refined 
Petroleum 
(From EU & 
USA)

 Cars from 
Brazil & 
USA.

 Telephones,
wheat and 
rice. 

Why is aid needed?
• Almost 100 million Nigerians live on les that US $1 a day. 
• 46% live in poverty.
• Nigeria relies too heavily on the income from exporting oil (over 85% GNI).
• Most aid in Nigeria (63%) is aimed at ‘health and population’.
• This is because the Infant Mortality rate is high at 65 per 1000 births.
• This is also because the Life Expectancy is short at 55 years.
• This is also because the birth rate is high at 38 per 1000 (creating youth 

dependency problems).
How has aid helped Nigeria?
• Most of the aid in Nigeria comes from the IDA (International Development Agency 

/ World Bank) and pays for medicines and medical supplies (just under US $600m 
per year).

• The NGO ‘Nets for Life’ provides mosquito nets to reduce Malaria.
• In 2014 the World Bank gave US $500 million to provide long-term loans for 

businesses, so that other industries can develop other than oil. This is less 
successful than community based aid.

• The charity Action Aid used World Bank funds for creating the Aduwan Health 
Clinic in Northern Nigeria. It is sustainable aid because local women are 
trained to advise mothers on immunisation e.g. for polio, and provides tests e.g. 
for HIV.

What is the best type of aid?
Sustainable aid – aid which will continue to work into the future once provided
Aid which is given freely – not loans to be repaid - debt.
Developmental aid – aid to improve quality of life
Aid targeted at specific local communities e.g. Aduwan Community, Northern Nigeria.
Why is aid not always the best plan to reduce the development gap?
Communities can become reliant on aid, slowing economic development.
Corruption can affect effective spending.

Impact of Aid in Nigeria

Primary: Falling due to mechanisation, although 40% are still employed in 
agriculture (farming).
Secondary: Growing e.g. Motor manufacturing and pharmaceuticals
10% of GDP is from Manufacturing – growing fastest – due to a growing home 
market as Nigerians get wealthier, there is a cheap labour force and improved 
infrastructure.
Tertiary: Growing (25%) e.g. Communications, retail and finance 
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Benefits

Drawbacks

e.g. Montego Bay in North.
Hotels, watersports, deep-sea fishing, warm 
sunny climate.

Attractions

Social:
200,000 people in Tourism related jobs – gives people a wider 
choice of employment than primary jobs like sugar farming.
Wealthy residents now living in nice homes in Montego Bay.
Economic:
24% of GDP ($2Bn/yr).
Infrastructure developed e.g. New port at Trelawney for cruise 
liners (and trade).
Environmental
New water treatment plant at Logwood reduces sewage pollution.

Social:
Not all Jamaicans have had an improved Quality Of Life
Economic:
Cruise tourists don’t spend as much as those who stay on Jamaica itself
Environmental:
Pollution from cruise ships and footpath erosion.

Quizlet Link: The Development Gap Keywords
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Sustainable Quarrying at Torr Quarry

Social Sustainability

This aims to minimise the negative impacts of 
quarrying e.g. noise, dust, visually.

• Over 100 people locally 
employed.

• £15m to local economy each 
year.

Economic Sustainability Environmental Sustainability
• Uses rail (not roads) for 

¾ of output – reduces 
dust on roads and 
congestion delays.

• Old parts of the quarry 
have been transformed 
to lakes for recreational 
use e.g. sailing.

• 200 acres have been 
landscaped to look 
natural again – trees 
have been planted

• To extend the output, 
the quarry has been 
deepened, not 
widened – less impact.

Impacts of traditional quarrying
Social: Dust on roads, noise from blasting.
Economic: Loss of property value from this.
Environmental: Loss of natural habitats due 
to vegetation removal, visual pollution, air 
pollution from lorries and water pollution.

Quizlet Link: Changing 
UK Economy Keywords
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Advantages

Disadvantages

Economic:
• The 30 year project could earn Peru up to 

US$34 Billion (from exporting the gas).
• Improved infrastructure for locals to use 

(e.g. roads for agricultural produce 
transport)

• Employment opportunities for people in this 
NEE.

Social:
• Indigenous tribes have their traditional way of life, food and water supplies 

affected.
• Health may suffer as locals have no immunity to diseases brought in by 

developers.
Environmental:
• The gas pipeline will require deforestation of the Amazon - As land is cleared, 

there is less vegetation to prevent soil erosion, landslides and floods.

Challenge of Resource Management Keywords Quizlet Link
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Life in Chambamontera

Chambamontera Micro-Hydro scheme

Poverty – it’s an isolated community in an NEE
Almost 50% of inhabitants of Chambamontera live on less than 
$2 a day – they can’t afford electricity – no heat, light or power.
Subsistence farming
Most people do this – farming crops to feed their families.
There is some small-scale coffee growing and livestock.
It is remote
It is 2 hours’ drive on a rough track from the nearest town Jaen. 
It’s isolated.
Climate – its rainy
High rainfall, steep slopes and fast flowing rivers mean water 
power is ideal here.

• Water is channelled from the river and held in a tank, before rushing down 
a steep hill towards a turbine to generate hydroelectricity.

• Funding came from the charity ‘Practical Action’.
• The community paid $750 per family (credit was provided)
• Some funding came from the Peruvian government and Japanese 

investment.

YouTube: Chambamontera Micro-Hydro Scheme

Benefits

Drawbacks

• Local people have a sustainable source of 
renewable energy for at least 25 years.

• Rural-Urban migration reduced as there are 
economic opportunities e.g. coffee processing

• Quality of life improved: People have fridges, 
street lights, computers, tv’s, less flood risk, 
heating in winter, better schools

• People had to borrow money (credit) to pay 
for the scheme which will only last 25 years.


