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Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
What is Geography?

Key Terms:

Geography The study of the 
Earth – its’ 
changing natural 
landscapes, its’ 
people and how 
we are changing 
it.

Human 
Geography 

We learn about 
how and where 
people live.

Environmental 
Geography 

We learn about 
how people are 
changing the 
Earth.

Physical 
Geography 

We learn about 
how the natural
landscape is 
created.

Enquiry skills We are able to 
ask geographical
questions using 
“who, what, 
when, where, 
why and how”.

Human GeographySS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Physical Geography

Geomorphology

We study how rocks are formed (y8) and shaped 
by processes like weathering, erosion and 
deposition. We study how the land is shaped by 
glaciers (y8).

We study tectonic hazards like volcanoes and 
earthquakes (y9) and how mountains form.

Hydrology

We study the impact of water on the land in our 
rivers topic and we study how our UK coasts are 
changing (y8).

Climatology

We study weather and climate (y7) and the 
hazards associated with weather like hurricanes
(y9) and extreme UK weather like snowfall (y9). 
We also study climate change (y8)

Ecology

We study the biomes and ecosystems (y8), 
focusing on the plants, animals, weather and 
soils of rainforests, deciduous forests and the 
cold environments like the Tundra and Polar
regions.

Urban geography

We study settlement (y7) to 
discover why and how 
settlements like Colne grow and 
change.

We learn about the challenges 
people face in living in megacities
(y7 and y8).

We learn about the opportunities 
and challenges of urban change in 
Newly Emerging Economies like in 
Rio (y9).

Global interdependence

We learn about how our lives are 
linked to those of people across 
the world through work and trade 
in the globalisation and industry
topic (y7)

Global inequality

We learn that some countries are 
richer (HICs) and some are 
developing and poorer (NEEs and 
LICs) (y7-9). We study population
(y8) and development (y9).

Volcanoes

Glaciers

Rivers

Weather e.g. hurricanes

Climate change 

Ecosystems

Settlement

Megacities

Urban change

Globalisation

Population & 
Development



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
What is Geography?

Geographical Skills

Place based topics we study (locational knowledge)SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Environmental Geography

Plastic Pollution – we look at what and where this is and 
the impact it is having on our oceans (y7 briefly, then in 
detail in y9 in the ‘Planet in  Peril’ topic).

Deforestation – we find out what is happening to the 
tropical rainforests and why they are special (in y7), then 
explore how this can be addressed in the ecosystems 
topic (in y8).

Overfishing – In the Planet in  Peril topic (y9) we will look 
at how human demand for fish is impacting on ocean life.

Resources – we will explore the use of fossil fuels and the 
renewable alternatives to this. We also look at the issue 
of food insecurity in y9.

Sustainability – Humans need to find more responsible 
ways to use the planet’s resources in ways which do not 
destroy them for future generations (y7-9) e.g. recycling.

Climate change – we learn (in y9) that humans are raising 
the average temperature of the planet through using 
fossil fuels, farming and deforestation.

The Middle East (y7) – we learn about the people, culture, religion, 
landscapes and conflict in this region which spans Europe, Asia and 
Africa.

Asia – we learn about the River Ganges (y7) in India and about 
population in China (y8)

Africa (y8) – We study the physical and human geography, including 
the ecosystems and the conflict over the River Nile. We also explore 
issues in the Horn of Africa and challenges of life e.g. Somali piracy, 
coffee farming in Ethiopia, salt mining etc.

Russia (y8) – We study the physical and human geography and focus 
on the plants, animals, climate and soils of the Tundra ecosystem.

Ordnance Survey Map Skills (y7, then used through 
y7/8/9) – You learn how to read grid references, use 
compass directions, use scale and contour lines.

Atlas Skills (y7, then used through y7/8/9) – We learn to 
use the Collins Student Atlas to find places and discover 
the landscapes and people of them.

Interpreting photographs and satellite images
– we analyse images of places to enquire about them.

Fieldwork (y7-9) – We take you out to see the things you 
are learning about in real life and to use geographical 
methods to get results and test hypotheses (theories).

Plastic Pollution 

Deforestation

Overfishing

Resources

Sustainability

Climate change 



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Wonderful World – Atlas Skills

Key Terms:

Capital City The city which a country is run from is shown 
using a square dot, which is often 
red e.g. London.

City A dot is used to locate large urban (built up) 
areas.

Contents The section at the front of an atlas for quick 
reference for particular countries or types of 
map

Continent Is a group of countries. There are seven of 
these on Earth – Europe, Asia, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Oceania, and 
Africa.

Country The name of this is shown by writing in big 
bold capital letters e.g. UNITED KINGDOM.

Index The ‘A-Z’ section at the back of an atlas which 
helps us to find places when we don’t know 
where they are. 

Mountains High land areas are coloured brown and 
named ones have a triangle shape and the 
exact height (in metres) next to them.

Oceans Is a large expanse of seawater, found between 
the continents – there are six of them on Earth 
– North Atlantic, South Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, 
Arctic, Southern.

Prime Meridian The line at 0° of longitude which runs from the 
North to the South Pole, through Greenwich in 
London, UK. It is used for the GMT time zone.

River A blue wavy line on a map with the name 
written along it e.g. R.Wharfe.

Compass Directions

Types of Atlas Maps

Amazing locations we will visit on our global 
journey:

A - Asia –India The River Ganges
B - Oceania – Australia The Great Barrier Reef
C - Europe – Iceland Exploration
D - North America - USA Death Valley
E - South America - Brazil Amazon Rainforest 
F - Africa – Nigeria, Slums of Lagos city
G - Antarctica – South Pole

The 7 Continents

In ‘Wonderful World’ we will use the Atlas each 
lesson to explore 7 amazing places, one in each of 

the continents; we will also explore the Oceans, and 
we will discover more about the interesting topics 
we study in Geography whilst learning new skills 

along the way. 

North 
East
South
West

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School Physical

- Rivers
- Seas
- Relief

Human
- Countries
- Capital 

cities



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Wonderful World – Atlas Skills

Key Terms:

Compass Used to give directions in Geography. 

Biodiverse When a habitat or region has a huge 
variety of plants and animals e.g. 
Amazon Rainforest.

Equator A line of latitude at 0° across the Earth; 
dividing it into the northern and 
southern hemispheres.

Inhabited A place where humans have set up 
settlements (places to live)

Physical Features Natural characteristics of places e.g. 
climate, soils, rocks, wildlife etc…

Political The government or public affairs of a 
country.

Pollution A substance which has harmful or 
poisonous effects on the environment

Relief The physical shape of the Earths 
surface – the height and shape of the 
land. We use shading on Atlas maps.

Tropic of Cancer The line of latitude 23°26ʹ North of the 
Equator.

Tropic of Capricorn The line of latitude 23°26ʹ South of the 
Equator.

Scale and DistanceLatitude and Longitude

Latitude: How many degrees North or South of 
the Equator (0°) a place is. 
Tip: ‘LA’ = LINES ACROSS the globe! 
Longitude: How many degrees East or West of 
the ‘Prime’ Meridian at 0° (which runs from the 
North Pole to the South Pole through Greenwich in 
London).
Tip: ‘LO’ = LINES OVER the poles of the globe! 
We give the LATITUDE, THEN THE LONGITUDE.
e.g.

Colne is 53°N 2°W

Find the scale line for the map.
Put your (cm) ruler against it... 
How many kilometres (km) in real life 
is 1cm on the map worth? 
1cm = 200km 
How many kilometres would 5cm on 
the map be? 
1000 km (because 5 x 200km = 1000) 

Climate Graphs

Example: Antarctica - It is a ‘cold desert’ because it gets only 166mm of rain per year. The air is 
very dry. It is the coldest place on Earth! The mean annual temperature of the interior is −57 °C.

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
UK Geography

Key Terms:

United 
Kingdom 
(UK)

The name of your ‘country’. It is 
made up of the 4 nations of 
England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

England The name of the ‘nation’ which you 
live in.

Great 
Britain

The name of the ‘island’ that you 
live on – it is home to England, 
Scotland and Wales (clue: its’ a 
‘Great Big’ Island).

The British 
Isles

The name of the group of islands
that we live in – it includes Great 
Britain and Ireland, as well as lots 
of smaller ones too.

Region A large area of the UK e.g. Yours is 
called the “North West” & covers 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cheshire, 
Merseyside and Cumbria.

County A smaller area of the UK which is 
responsible for managing its’ own 
services e.g. education, police, 
roads etc. Your county is 
Lancashire.

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Location of Colne in the UK

The UK (country) England (nation) Great Britain (an island)

Where is Fisher More?
Fisher More is in Colne.
Colne is a town in the county of 
Lancashire.
It is located to the North of Manchester.
It is in the North West region of England.
It is in the county of Lancashire.
It is in the nation called England 
(remember to use the word ‘nations’, as 
for example Scotland and Wales are not 
‘countries’ as they are not self-governing, 
they are part of the country called the 
‘UK’ ruled by UK government.)
It is in the country called the United 
Kingdom.

Nations of 
the UK

UK England



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
UK Geography

Physical Geography : UplandsSS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Physical Geography : Rivers

Key Terms:

London The capital city of both England 
and the UK.

Edinburgh The capital city of Scotland.

Cardiff The capital city of Wales.

Belfast The capital city of Northern 
Ireland.

Games online to help you learn the geography 
of the UK (follow the links):
Learn your seas 
around the UK

https://wordwall.net/resource/249306
63/uk-countries-and-seas-year-1-wcps

Learn your nations of 
the UK

https://wordwall.net/resource/234935
94/geography/uk-map-labelling

Learn your upland 
areas of the UK 
(mountains)

https://wordwall.net/resource/291581
5/geography/uk-mountains-hills
https://wordwall.net/resource/163510
85/peaks-and-mountain-ranges-uk

Learn the cities 
around the UK

https://wordwall.net/resource/190058
57/geography/uk-countries-and-
captials

Learn the major 
rivers of the UK

https://wordwall.net/resource/163482
54/major-rivers-of-the-uk

Human Geography

These are the 
capital cities of 
the countries and 
nations in the 
British Isles.

The Republic of 
Ireland is a 
separate country 
to the UK.



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
OS Map Skills

Key Terms:

OS Map The Ordnance Survey (OS) are the UK organisation 
responsible for officially mapping the UK.

Compass A piece of equipment, on which the red end of the 
needle will always point north, for navigation.

North The top of any map (the compass points north)

East The right hand side of any map

South The bottom of any map

West The left hand side of any map

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Common OS Map Symbols

Compass Directions on 
the ‘compass rose’

Giving compass directions.

Pub (Public House)      Main Roads         Golf Course       Secondary Road       Railway Station

Buildings                          Picnic site            Church                 Bus Station              Motorway

Car Park      Camp / caravan site    Coniferous woodland         Railway                  River    

From Fisher More High School (Schs) 
to the roundabout at the end of the 
M65 motorway is North.

To Primet Bridge from the roundabout 
at the end of the M65 is South East.

From Primet Bridge to the reservoir is
North West.

Remember your 
directions 
(clockwise from 
the top):

N - Naughty
E - Elephants
S - Squirt
W - Water

North,   East,   South,   West



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
OS Map Skills

6 Figure Grid References

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Height on Maps: Relief

Key Terms:

Relief The height and shape of the land e.g. gently 
sloping, steep sloping, flat, hill, valley etc…

Contour line An orange line which joins up places which are at 
equal height e.g. all places which are 200m 
above sea level.
Usually contour lines increase in 10m intervals.
Thicker lines show the 50m intervals.

Spot Height A black number on a map which states the height 
at a particular point e.g. 262m.

Close contours This shows that the land is very steep.

Widely spaced
contours (far apart 
contour lines)

This shows that the land is quite gently sloping 
or even flat.

Scale This tells you how far distances on the map are 
in real life. 
It can be a line which you place a ruler against 
and look at how many km are represented by 
1cm on the map.
It can be written e.g. 4cm = 1km.

4 figure grid reference 
(4FGR)

This tells you which grid square a feature is in 
e.g. 0162.

6 figure grid reference 
(4FGR)

This tells you exactly where in a grid square a 
feature is e.g. 253762.

4 Figure Grid References

Using scale

Useful Website to practice your OS map skills
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/

“Along the 
corridor and up 
the stairs”



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Globalisation and Industry

Key Terms:

Industry This is the word we use to describe 
different types of work and jobs – it is 
how we make money for the 
economy. There are 4 types.

Fast Fashion Where on-trend clothing is made by 
TNCs using LIC and NEE countries as 
quickly and cheaply as possible.

Human Rights Things which people are entitled to do 
or have without being stopped or 
punished.

Globalisation We are becoming increasingly 
connected to other people’s lives, all 
around the world, through trade, 
communication and sales.

Sweatshop A factory where people work in poor 
conditions and people do not earn a 
fair ‘living’ wage for their work

Global inequality in development

Globalisation Different Types of IndustriesSS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School Primary – gathering raw materials 

e.g. cotton farmer, oil rig worker
Secondary – making a product 
(manufacturing) e.g. sewing 
machinist, weaver, dye worker
Tertiary – providing a service to help
people e.g. cargo ship captain, shop 
assistant, model, delivery driver
Quaternary – high tech e.g. chemical 
engineer, web designer.

The process by which the world is 
becoming increasingly 
interconnected.
Our lives are linked to other 
people’s around the world through 
trade, communications, travel etc.

Nike is a Transnational Corporation (a TNC). 
This means a company which has branches 
selling it in many countries, has factories 
making things all over the world and sells its 
products internationally.

Fast fashion brands do this to make high 
profits by getting products made quickly and 
cheaply in NEEs and LICs.

Transnational Corporations

1. The right to earn a living wage (enough for essentials)
2. The right to have working hours that are set by rules and are not excessive (too long)
3. The right to work in safe and healthy conditions (this was disrespected at Rana Plaza, Bangladesh (an NEE) 

in 2013 when 1100 people died as the factory collapsed under the weight of the two extra floors the owner had 
added to try to make more money)

4. The right to freedom from discrimination (not being treated differently to others)
5. The right to have a contract of employment 
6. The right to join a trade union.

Human Rights at Work in Industry



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Globalisation and Industry

Key Terms:

High Income 
Country

A ‘HIC’ is a richer nation e.g. United Kingdom.

Newly Emerging 
Economy

An ‘NEE’ is a nation which is industrialising and 
getting richer as factories open there and 
create work e.g. Bangladesh.

Low Income 
Country

An ‘LIC’ is a poorer nation e.g. Mali, Africa.

Union People should be able to join together with 
other workers so that they can protect their 
rights as workers.

Exploitation When people are taken advantage of (e.g. by 
factory owners) who know that they do not 
have a choice but to work there.

Child labour Using young children as a cheap workforce.

Poverty When people do not earn enough money to live 
on – they cannot afford the basic human needs 
of heating, food, water etc…

Discrimination When you are treated unfairly and differently 
at work because of your age, gender etc…

Living wage When people are paid enough money to pay for 
essentials like food, water, shelter, heating etc.

Contract This agreement states what your job is, what 
your hours are; and can protect you from doing 
unreasonable extra work.

Fair trade cotton farming

Environmental Issues

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Sustainability

Social Issues: Human Rights abuse
e.g. Rana Plaza, Bangladesh 2013 

factory collapse disaster
Workers have a right to safe and healthy 
working conditions.
In 2013 a factory in Bangladesh which 
made clothes e.g. for Primark and other 
TNCs collapsed. Over 1100 people died.
The owner had ignored warnings of 
cracks in the building’s walls (poor health 
and safety).
The owner had added 2 extra floors onto 
the top of the factory to make bigger 
profits by getting more work done and 
more contracts.

Water pollution is when clothing factories dump 
waste chemicals like dye or bleach into rivers.
Water consumption is when clothing factories use 
a lot of water in the process of making clothes or 
growing cotton.
Fashion waste is when companies dump the fabric 
remnants or unsold clothing items in landfill sites.
Greenhouse gas emissions are caused because the 
fashion industry requires a lot of electricity, made 
by burning fossil fuels in power stations, releasing 
CO2.

Fairtrade is when 
farmers receive fair and  
guaranteed prices for 
their cotton crop, which 
provides a living wage.
The fairtrade premium 
helps to provide 
schools and healthcare 
clinics to raise people’s 
standard of living.

Improving HDI:

HDI scores for 
countries are 
from 0= worst 
to 1= best

'Sustainable' fashion refers to 
garments that have been made in a 
way that is mindful of reducing the 
many environmental issues, including 
the use of pesticides on cotton 
farms.



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
The Middle East

Key Terms:

The Middle East The lands around the southern and eastern shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea, encompassing the 
Arabian Peninsula, Iran and North Africa. Europe, 
Africa and Asia meet here

Ethnicity The state of belonging to a social group that has a 
common national or cultural tradition e.g. language. 
It is the part of the world you originate from.

Population 
Density

The concentration of individuals within a species in a 
specific geographic location.

Tourism The operation of holidays and visits to places of 
interest.

Migration The movement of people from one place to another.

Environmental Relating to the natural world and the impact of 
human activity on its condition.

Sustainability The ability to be maintained at a certain rate or 
level.

Economy the state of a country in terms of the production and 
consumption of goods and services and the supply of 
money.

Conservation The prevention of wasteful use of a resource.

Distribution The way in which something is shared out among a 
group or spread over an area.

Compass Directions

Migration from the Middle East Climate Graphs

North 
East
South
West

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

The red line represents Temperature = degrees Celsius
 The blue bars represent Rainfall = Millimetres 

Example: Qatar The climate in Qatar in the Summer is very hot. 
The temperature can reach 42/43 degrees Celsius.

The Red Sea – The Coral Reef 
attracts scientists, 
photographers and divers to the 
Red Sea. There are many 
economic opportunities such as 
oil, cement, shipping (cargo) and 
desalination (removing the salt 
from sea water).



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
The Middle East

Physical Geography

People of the Middle East Climate ZonesSS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School You will learn about the political geography of The Middle East 

i.e. the countries and their religious and ethnic groups.
You will learn about the biomes of the Middle East. Much of the 

Middle East is covered by the desert biome.

Countries of the Middle East = Bahrain, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Yemen

You will look at how suitable Qatar is as a location for the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 and describe the distribution of previous Hosts.

The highest mountain in the Middle East - Mount Damavand
The longest river in the Middle East - River Nile

Ethnic Groups and Religions

Judaism – began in what is 
now Israel 4000 years ago.

Christianity – began in the 
same land over 2000 years 
later wit the birth of Christ.

Islam – began with the 
prophet Muhammad born 
about 570 CE in Mecca.



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Weather and Climate

Key Terms:

Weather The day-to-day condition of the 
atmosphere/air.

Climate What the weather is usually like in a 
place or at a particular time of year.

Evaporation The first stage in making rainfall 
where water goes from a liquid to a 
gas because it is heated by the sun.

Cooling When the air rises upwards, the 
temperature falls.

Condensation The word for how a cloud is made –
water is turning back from a gas into 
water droplets because it has cooled 
down.

Precipitation When water falls from the sky in any 
form e.g. liquid = rain, frozen pellets 
= hail, partially frozen = sleet, or as 
snowflakes = snow.

Meteorology The study of the weather.

Meteorologist A person who studies and forecasts 
the weather (the proper name for a 
‘weather forecaster’).

Describing Weather Measuring and Recording Weather
SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School Weather Term Definition

Temperature Exactly how hot or cold 
it is (‘°C’)

Wind Speed How strong the wind is 
(how fast) (‘kph’ or 
‘mph’)

Cloud cover The amount of sky 
covered by cloud (in 
‘Oktas’ , as eighths)

General 
Weather

Describing the weather 
in words (for example: 
hot, wet, cloudy)

Visibility The distance that can 
be seen (in metres or 
‘m’) – this can be 
affected by mist, fog or 
cloud sometimes.

Wind 
Direction

The direction the wind 
blows from (in compass 
directions e.g. north 
westerly, southerly, 
easterly)

Precipitation Water falling to the 
ground from the air as 
rain, sleet, hail or snow 
(in mm – millimetres)

Cloud Type The shape of the clouds 
in the sky (e.g. cirrus, 
stratus, nimbus, 
cumulus, 
cumulonimbus)

A thermometer is used to 
measure temperature in ⁰C.
An anemometer is used to 
measure wind speed.
The Beaufort Scale is a way 
of estimating wind speed 
looking at trees or smoke 
from chimneys. We give the 
speed a ‘force’ number from 
0-12.
An estimate of how many 
eighths of the sky is covered 
by cloud is recorded in 
‘Oktas’ (eighths).
A wind vane is used to give 
the compass direction the 
wind is blowing from. It 
shows us which direction 
the wind is from. Sometimes 
these are seen on top of 
churches and other old 
buildings.
A rain gauge measures how 
much precipitation falls over 
time in millimetres. 
Cirrus: A high, wispy or 
feather-like cloud.
Cumulus: A white fluffy 
heaped fair-weather cloud 
with a grey base.
Cumulonimbus: A tall, 
towering thundercloud with 
an ‘anvil’ shaped top.
Stratus: A layer of cloud

Thermometer

Anemometers

Beaufort Scale

Wind vanes

Rain Gauge

Clouds



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Weather and Climate

Microclimates

Hurricanes

Tornadoes

SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School

Types of Rainfall in the UK

Stevenson Screen: This is 
a white box which a 
thermometer is placed 
inside so that the air 
temperature can be 
accurately measured in 
the shade.A Microclimate when the weather conditions 

in a place are different to those found locally.

Things which affect temperature are:
Aspect – the direction a place faces – south
facing places are warmer. East facing are warm 
in the morning, west facing are warmer in 
evening.
Surface colour – darker colours like tarmac will 
absorb heat more.
Buildings - can create shade or give off heat in 
cities.
Trees – these can create shade and cooler 
areas.

Things which affect wind speed are:
Wind direction – places facing into the wind 
are more windy!
Shelter e.g. buildings may stop the wind from 
reaching a place, or funnel it quickly through 
gaps in the buildings.

Convectional Rainfall - Rainfall caused by the heat of 
the sun warming the ground and evaporating water; 
then air rises, cools, condenses and cloud forms. This 
happens in summertime and gives thunderstorms.
Relief Rainfall - Rainfall caused by air rising over high 
land like hills, then cooling, condensing and forming 
clouds. This happens in hilly places like Colne.
Frontal rainfall - Rainfall caused by warm air meeting 
cold air – the warm air is less dense and rises over the 
cool air, condenses and cloud forms. This happens a lot 
in the UK as warm and cold air meet at our latitude.

A small (under 2 miles wide) rotating 
storm which is formed over land with 
100mph+ wind speeds at ‘F1’ up to 
‘F5’. Often this starts as a 
thunderstorm with hail. 

A large (can be 200 miles wide) 
rotating storm system which is formed 
over oceans with sea surface 
temperatures of at least 27°C. They 
cause high wind speeds over 74mph, 
heavy rainfall and storm surge waves.

Hurricane Katrina

Oklahoma tornado

Rain Gauge: This is a 
funnel which collects the 
rainwater and guides it 
over a sensor which 
calculates the amount of 
rain and reports this to a 
computer so we know 
the rain rate and amount.



Year 7 Geography
Knowledge Organiser:
Settlement and Urbanisation

Key Terms:

Settlement A named place where people live.

Site The land a settlement is built on.

Situation: The position of a settlement in relation to 
other nearby features

Physical features Some locations will have natural features of 
the landscape which are beneficial for 
settlers e.g. flat land, water source e.g. 
river, fertile soils (good for growing crops).

Rural Open land with few buildings, lots of 
countryside. May have hamlets or villages.

Urban Built up areas such as towns and cities.

Urbanisation Urbanisation is the increasing % of people 
living in the urban areas (towns & cities) of 
countries.

Rural to Urban 
Migration

When people move from the countryside to 
the city in search of a better life.

Megacity A megacity is a very large city with a 
population of over 10 million people.

Types of Settlement The Settlement Hierarchy
SS John Fisher 
and Thomas 

More RC High 
School Hamlet : A very small group of homes. Under 100 people 

usually. No services.

Village: A collection of homes with a few functions e.g. 
primary school, post office or shop, pub. They vary in 
population size from a few 100 to several 1000’s of people. 

Town: Often have tens of thousands of people and a range of 
functions e.g. secondary school, college, shopping centres, 
supermarkets, doctors surgery.

City: Large numbers, sometimes millions of people. Cities 
often have a Cathedral (as this used to be the deciding factor). 
Many also have Universities as well as big sports stadiums.

Settlement Patterns
Linear: A settlement with 
buildings in a line.
e.g. along a road, river, or 
the floor of a valley.
Dispersed: A settlement 
with buildings which are well 
spread out e.g. farms in a 
village. 
Nucleated: A settlement 
with all the buildings tightly 
grouped together e.g. 
around a road junction or a 
bridge.

Rural Urban

The level of urbanisation varies 
globally between countries.

The most urbanised areas are to the west of the 
map in the continents of North and South 
America. The least urbanised areas are to the 
centre and east of the map, with the exception of 
Oceania. LICs are urbanizing fastest. HICs currently 
have the greatest % who are urban. 

% of people who live in urban
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Issues with fast growing cities: 
Mumbai - India

Towns and cities are often complex 
but it may be possible to see how 
some land uses group together 
in zones.

The diagram above shows a simple 
version of the concentric or Burgess 
model. 
It shows a simple land use pattern 
that can be identified in some towns 
and cities, particularly in countries like 
the UK. In general, the oldest parts are 
in the centre and the newer parts on 
the edge.

As people are moving to the city from the 
countryside, there is not enough housing or 
resources in the city to cope. This results in 
areas of unplanned settlement around the city. 
These areas are known as slums. One example 
is Dharavi. 

Video about Life in the Dharavi slums

Push factors are the reasons people leave the countryside.
Pull factors are the attractions of the city.

Terraced         Semi-Detached       Detached


