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AUGUST 55 BC: Julius Caesar attempted to invade Britain for 
the first time. 

JULY - AUGUST 54 BC: Julius Caesar attempted to invade 
Britain for the second time. The Romans were successful, but they 
had to leave to deal with problems in France. 

45BC- 43AD: Rome kept a tight hold on Britain through strong 
trading links. This increased the Roman influence in Britain. 

MAY 43AD: A Roman army led by Plautius invaded Britain. 

43AD – 50AD: The Romans continued their conquest and took 
the South of Britain. London was founded and roads were built. 

60-61 AD: Boudicca led her rebellion. She was eventually 
defeated. 

75AD – 77AD: The Romans have now conquered all of Britain. 

77AD – 410 AD: Roman life was adopted in Britain. Romans 
built roads and towns. The last Roman left in Britain 410 AD. 
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Boudicca: 
Warrior Queen

• Boudicca was a Celtic leader who fought the 
Romans in AD 60 when they came to take her 
land. 

• She was so successful, her armies destroyed 
towns such as St Albans and London. 

• The Romans eventually defeated her, and 
ended up ruling for the next 350 years. 

• Although Boudicca lived centuries ago, we 
are able to piece together what she looked 
like from sources surviving from the time. 

• Her soldiers painted themselves with blue 
symbols to make themselves seem more 
frightening. 

How did the romans invade Britain?

Did the BRITISH people fight back?

Why did the romans want to invade Britain?

WHAT DID BRITAIN GET 

FROM THE ROMANS?

S A N I T A T I O N
Aqueducts, water fountains, 

public baths, medical 
knowledge, sewers and central 

heating systems

A R C H I T E C T U R E
Stone roads, flats, villas and 

towns.

S O C I E T Y
Law and order and a good 
education system: the Latin 

language, roman numerals and 
writing.

F O O D
Carrots, grapes, apples, leeks, 

radishes, peas, celery and 
turnips. 

K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION

INVASION Taking over a country using violence and an armed force, such as soldiers.

EMPIRE A group of countries all ruled over by one more powerful country or person.

CELT The name of the people who lived in Britain before the Romans invaded. 

SETTLEMENT A place where people decide to stay, they develop a community in this location.

How big was the roman empire?

Why did the romans leave Britain?

The Roman Empire by around 410 AD was being attacked by rival communities, and so they were constantly 
having to withdraw their soldiers from Britain to fight them off on the mainland. In 410AD, the last of the 
soldiers left never to return, leaving the Roman nobility to very quickly realise they were not getting any 
protection from them even though they were paying their taxes. The nobility threw out their tax collectors 
and fully embraced a new life in the remnants of Roman Britain, until the Saxons arrived.

The Romans were angry at 
Britain for helping France battle 
against them. So it was an act of 

revenge to take over Britain. 

Britain had a lot of resources 
such as copper silver and gold. 
This would make Rome richer 

and also help them continue to 
fight battles around the world. 

The Romans needed to have 
more men to continue their 

campaigns around the world, 
everywhere they conquered they 
took men to fight in their armies. 



AD 700: The Viking Age begins.

AD 793: The first invasion by the Vikings in England. They raided 
monasteries on the coast including Lindisfarne, off the coast of 
Northumbria. 

AD 794: Great Viking army from Denmark invades England

AD 866: Danes capture York (which the Viking called Jorvik) and 
made it their kingdom. 

AD 876: The Vikings from Denmark, Norway and Sweden settle 
permanently in England. 

AD 886: King Alfred the Great defeats the Vikings but allows 
them to settle in England

AD 954: Eric the Bloodaxe, the last King of Jorvik, is thrown out 
of York. 
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ALFRED THE 
GREAT

• In AD 865, the Vikings returned to England, but
instead of raiding they wanted to conquer the
land.

• By AD 874, they had successfully defeated the
kingdoms of Northumbria, East Anglia and most
of Mercia.

• Wessex was the last remaining kingdom, ruled
over by King Alfred.

• Although Alfred was able to defeat the Vikings
many times, he was not able to get rid of them.
Instead an agreement was signed that allowed
the Vikings to remain in the East of England,
where they ruled under the Danelaw.

How did the Vikings invade Britain?

Did the BRITISH people fight back?

Why did the romans want to invade Britain?

WHAT DID BRITAIN GET FROM THE Vikings?
L A N G U A G E
Many of our towns 
have Scandinavian 
origins, for example 

‘Jorvik’ became 
‘York’

K I N G D O M S
The Vikings definitively split 

Britain into the separate 
Kingdoms of England and 

Scotland. 

K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION

RAIDS
Surprise attacks on an enemy, with the purpose of killing 
those there and taking what they have.

VIKING
Raiders and settlers from modern-day Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway, they believed in the Norse Gods.

MONASTERIES
Christian communities of monks, living their lives for God 
and choosing to remain faithful only to him. 

DANELAW
The part of the country ruled over by Vikings following 
peace with King Alfred. 

Where did the Vikings come from?

What happened to the Vikings?

The Viking armies were officially defeated in August 910 at the Battle of Tettenhall. This was a big moment in History, as it involved the
combined forces of Wessex and Mercia fighting back against the Vikings, which began the process of uniting the kingdoms on England into one
country – Britain. Those Vikings who had settled in Britain simply began to assimilate with the local populations. Many of them converted to
Christianity and left their Pagan views behind, others simply accepted the differences and chose to live in peace with the local populations. The
Vikings never left, they simply became ‘Anglified’.

AD 1014: King Canute (Cnut) of Denmark becomes King of 
England

AD 1066: Battle of Hastings occurred: William I (the conqueror) 
crowned King of England

AD 1100: End of the Viking Age.

The Vikings were a feared 
warrior race, and they 

believed that the only way to 
reach Valhalla was to die in 

combat. This meant they were 
looking for conflicts to 

achieve this. 

Britain was a wealthy 
country, so after the first 
raids on Lindisfarne, they 

realised they could get lots of 
riches by coming and taking 

them from us. 

For some Vikings, the idea of 
having a land with rich 

farmland meant that they 
wanted to settle in Britain. 
They were close enough to 
their homeland that they 
could return if needed.

How do we know about the Vikings?

C H R O N I C L E S
Alfred the Great and 

other monasteries 
created books or 

‘chronicles’ detailing 
the events happening 
in each year, so we 

have a good idea on 
Viking chronology 

from these. 

H O A R D E S
Vikings used to bury 

their treasure to 
come back to later! 
One was found in 

Silverdale with over 
200 pieces of 

jewellery and coins, 
which dated back to 

AD 900.

G R A V E S
Viking graves have 

been found all 
across the North of 
England. These sites 
often have weapons 
and other silverware 
that have survived to 
tell the tale of their 

owners. 



1042-1066: Edward the Confessor reigns as king of England

1051: William, Duke of Normandy, visits Edward the Confessor 
who, according to Norman sources, promises William the crown of 
England.

1057: Edgar the Ætheling returns from exile in Hungary to 
England, he is the young nephew to Edward the Confessor. 

1066: Edward the Confessor dies without any children. The Witan 
crowned Harold Godwinson was crowned king of England.

August 1066: William Duke of Normandy, prepares his 
invasion fleet to conquer England. 

September 1066: Harald Hardrada invades England in the 
North. He reaches York where Harold Godwinson marches to meet 
him in the Battle of Stamford Bridge. Godwinson wins. 

October 1066: William the Conqueror’s invading army lands 
in the South of England. Harold Godwinson marches to meet them. 
The Battle of Hastings is fought and William wins, making himself 
King of England. 

Invasion 
timeline
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What happened in 1066?

Who were the contenders to the throne?

WHAT DID BRITAIN GET FROM THE Normans?

L A N G U A G E
As they had come 
from Normandy in 

northern France, the 
official language of 
Britain changed to 

French

R E L I G I O N
The Normans adopted 

Christianity and promoted it 
throughout their lands. But 

William brought over Bishops 
and Abbots from France to 

become the head of the church.

What happened at Stamford Bridge?

October 1066: The Normans introduce motte and bailey 
castles to Britain

1086-1087: The Domesday book is compiled in Britain by 
William the Conqueror, to work out how much wealth there is in the 
country. 

1069-1070: The Harrying of the North begins, William tries to 
suppress the North by burning all their land and rubbing salt into 
the fields.

How do we know about the events of 1066?

B A Y E U X  
T A P P E S T R Y
This was a tapestry 

woven by the Normans 
to show their version of 

the events in 1066. 
Questions have been 
asked about how far 
we can trust it, as it 
only shows one side.

T H E  
D O M E S D A Y  

B O O K
This book had the name of 

every person living in 
Britain, what they owned, 
where they lived and how 
much money they had. This 

made it easier to make 
sure everyone paid taxes.

What happened In the battle of  Hastings?

A R C H I T E C T U R E
The Normans did not like to use 

wood, like the Saxons did, 
instead they made their 

buildings out of stone. This was 
really important when castle 
building became popular. 

S T A M F O R D  B R I D G E
• In September, King Harold's army was stationed in the south of England preparing for an

invasion from the Normans. However, he received the shocking news that Hardrada and Tostig
had invaded England's north-east coast, and taken control of the old Viking capital, York.

• Harold marched his army north to meet the Vikings, covering 180 miles in just four days. This
caught the Viking army completely by surprise, and the two armies met at a location called
Stamford Bridge on 25 September. Many Vikings did not even have time to put on their
armour, and Harold's army destroyed them, killing both Hardrada and Tostig.

• Of an invasion fleet of around 300 ships, fewer than 30 ships were needed to take what
remained of the Viking army back to Norway.

• According to a Saxon legend, a great Viking fighter held off the English attack on the bridge,
so that they could not finish off the retreating Viking army. Nobody could kill this fearsome
Viking, until an English soldier had the clever idea of floating under the bridge and thrusting his
spear into the Viking's foot.

H A S T I N G S
• Arriving at the battlefield, Harold's army took the high ground on top of Senlac Hill, and

formed a long defensive 'shield wall’.
• This was an excellent start for the Saxons: the Norman knights could not break through the wall

as their horses lost speed galloping uphill, and the Norman archers were ineffective when they
fired their arrows upwards.

• Harold's army stood its ground, taking great swings at the Norman Knights with their axes. At
one point, a rumour spread across the battlefield that William, Duke of Normandy was dead.
But then William removed his helmet and called out to his troops that he was still alive.

• After hours of struggling to break through the Saxon shield wall, the Normans called a retreat.
Harold's army was overjoyed and broke out of their formation to chase and kill off the
retreating Norman soldiers.

• However, the retreat had been a trick: William ordered it to tempt the Saxon soldiers away
from the high ground and to break their shield wall. The Normans now regrouped, and picked
off the disorganised Saxon soldiers. King Harold was killed, but to this day there is no
agreement about how this happened.

Harold Godwinson’s claim
to the English throne was
that Edward the Confessor
had chosen him as his
successor on his deathbed.
In addition, Harold was
England’s most powerful
Earl, an excellent fighter
and popular amongst
Anglo-Saxon nobles.

William of Normandy’s claim
to the English throne was that
King Edward the Confessor
had promised him the English
throne in 1051. In addition, he
was a distant cousin of
Edward the Confessor, and
the Pope supported his claim
to the throne.

Harold Hardrada believed
that England still belonged
to the Vikings, as it had
during the days of King
Canute. He wanted to bring
England back under the
control of the Danes, and put
back into place the Dane
Law.
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HEREWARD THE 
WAKE

• The last Anglo-Saxon stronghold was in Ely.
• The land surrounding Ely was made up of marshes,

rivers and covered in mist.
• An Anglo-Saxon names Hereward the Wake

ambushed Norman knights, killed them and then
disappeared into the mist.

• Hereward’s stand against the Normans came to an
end when William arrived.

• He built a causeway across the marshes. Norman
knights rose into the town and the Saxon rebels were
killed.

• Hereward escaped and survived.

Did the BRITISH people fight back?

K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION KEY TERM DEFINITION

Claimant
A person who believes that he or she has a 

right to something. 
Earl An important English nobleman

Witan
A group of Anglo-Saxon Warls who advised 

the king and made decisions
Hierarchy

A system which organises people in terms of their 
power and importance.

Pope The head of the Catholic Church Motte The earth mound on which the keep was built

Heir
Someone who inherits property of a throne 

after someone else dies. 
Bailey

The outer area which surrounded a motte. This 
was where houses, stables and other buildings 

were built. 

What was the Feudal system?

What was the Domesday book?

Two years before he died, William the Conqueror ordered that a survey should
be written detailing the possessions of every single settlement in England. As
king, William wanted to know precisely what this new country of his contained.
Once he knew what the English people owned, he could tax them accordingly to
pay for his armies and castles. 'Doomsday' is another name for the Day of
Judgment, when Christians believe that Jesus Christ will return to the earth and
pass judgment on both the living and the dead. The Anglo-Saxons chose this
nickname with a sarcastic sense of humour, as they disliked a foreign king
forcing them to declare everything they owned so that he could pass judgment
on them

What was the harrying of the north?
Many Anglo-Saxons rebelled against Norman rule. In the north-east of England, the
local population twice rose up against their new lords. On the second occasion in
1069, the northern rebels took Durham Castle, murdered its Norman earl, Robert
de Commines, and slaughtered most of his garrison. The rebels then took York and
proclaimed Edward the Confessor's Anglo Saxon nephew, Edgar the Ætheling, to
be the rightful King of England. William was furious. His army marched north, and
burnt to the ground every village between York and Durham. Farm animals were
slaughtered, crops were destroyed, and the fields were laced with salt so that no
more food could be grown. Much of the population was killed, and whole areas of
the north-east became uninhabited wastelands. One estimate suggested 100.000
people starved to death, and while this was probably an exaggeration, England's
north-east remained sparsely populated for centuries to come.

How did William DEFEND HIS NEW LAND?

Motte and Bailey castles were designed to both defend
land, and intimidate the Anglo-Saxon rulers who remained
in England.
• They were built in locations that were strategic, the

first one was not far from Hastings, Williams’ soldiers
were based here and used it to terrorise the locals.

• They could be built very quickly, in some cases in only
a few days!

• William had 8000 men helping to consolidate his
power by building these castles.

• Although the wooden structure was vulnerable to
damage, they could be built quickly and then
improved with stone at a later point.

• The major weakness of the motte and bailey was that
they kept rotting or burning down. The solution to this
was to build them with stone, and replace the older
rotten castles with more stable structures.

K i n g

B a r o n s

K n i g h t s

P e a s a n t s

King William said that all the land in England belonged to
him. But England was too large for him to manage by
himself, so he used a system of sharing out the land. He
gave large areas of land to people in return for their
loyalty, keeping about 20% for himself.

The BARONS gave land to the knights, who paid
taxes for him when required. In the Feudal System,
the owner of all the land was the KING. The
peasants were loyal to the KNIGHTS but they
were loyal to the barons and the king as well. The
PEASANTS were at the bottom of the system,
everyone was his or her lord.



1154: Henry II becomes King of England

1162: Henry II makes Thomas Beckett the Archbishop of
Canterbury, placing him in charge of the Church

1170: Thomas Beckett is murdered in the Cathedral, and Henry II
apologised in fear of being excommunicated.

1199: Richard the Lionheart is killed, and his younger brother, John
becomes King of England.

1215: The Barons finally get fed up with King John, and rebel until
he agrees to sign the Magna Carta, limiting his powers as king.

1216: John dies, and his son becomes King Henry III of England. He
is a good king to begin with, but soon upsets the Barons again.

1258: The Barons were so fed up with Henry III that they created
the ‘Provisions of Oxford’ in the hopes that he would agree to their
demands to increase their power.

Invasion 
timeline
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Who had Power in the middle ages?

Who had power in the middle ages?

WHY ARE THE BARONS IMPORTANT?

L A N D
Jerusalem is considered 

a Holy land for 
Catholics, and so the 
Pope launched the 

crusades to secure that 
land for them.

The Magna Carta was a document that the
Barons came up with to limit the powers of the
monarch. This was done because they were so
annoyed with the way King John was running the
country. This included not interfering with the
church, and asking parliament to raise taxes.

What happened to Thomas Beckett?

1264: Henry III gathers an army to go against the Provisions of
Oxford.

1272: Henry’s son becomes Edward I, but realises he needed the
Barons and parliament, so made sure he kept meeting with them.

1265: Henry III won, however they realised that he needed the
Barons still .

The King was the most 
powerful man in England. He 

was in charge of law and 
order, the military and the 

barons and nobles. It was his 
job to maintain order in 

England.

The Church also had power. 
They were spreading the 
message of God, but also 

any messages from the King. 
The Pope had to officially 
accept the next person as 

King. 

The Barons and Nobles had 
power over the rest of the 
people, as they were in 

charge of their local areas, 
This meant any messages 

from the king, or taxes, were 
spread by them.

What was the magna carta?

Henry II was a very angry man. When he
became King, he made his best friend
Thomas Beckett the Archbishop of
Canterbury. However, when Beckett
refused to follow his instructions, and
lived a holy life, this annoyed Henry. In a
fit of rage, he indirectly sent out soldiers
to kill him. When they reached the
cathedral, the brutally murdered him,
leaving Henry to apologise for his actions

P R I D E
The different European countries 

such as England and France, 
wanted to prove that they were 

the better country, and so funded 
lots of crusades to win back 

Jerusalem for the church. 

1348: The Black Death sweeps through England killing 60% of the
population.

1381: The peasants are so unhappy with how they are treated,
they start the Peasants Revolt to increase their rights.

How did the Barons feel about King John?
King John has argued
with the Pope many
times. He made the
Pope so angry that he
closed all our churches
for seven years. No one
could get married or
have a proper Christian
burial.

John can be cruel too,
or so I hear. He left
the wife of one of his
enemies to starve to
death in prison. And
he murdered his
nephew in a drunken
rage…apparently.

And he keeps
demanding higher taxes
to pay for the battles he
keeps loosing! He has
even started taxing sons
when their fathers die!
It’s all money, money,
money with King John!

We have even lost
Normandy in France,
the birthplace of
William the conqueror. I
hear some people use
the nickname ‘soft
sword’ to describe King
John.

King John is a poor leader in
battle. A few years ago,
England ruled over lots of
land in France…but not
anymore! The French have
defeated us many times and
regained much of their land
as a result of John’s mistakes.

Barons had always been important, they were the ones who could grant the king 
additional money.   After the Magna Carta however, their power increased.  

When King John died in 1216 his son Henry III became king at just aged 9.  At 
first he met with the Great Council and took advice.  But Henry didn’t stay a boy 
forever – and when he got older, and got marrieds, he began to ignore advise 
and ran things how he wanted. This understandably angered the Barons. 

What were the crusades and why did they happen?

T H E  C H U R C H
The church said that any 

men who went on 
crusade, would have 

their sins forgiven and 
would automatically 

gain access to heaven.



In the Spring of 1348, 
the Black Death 

reached England. 
Whole villages were 

being wiped out and no 
one seemed able to 

stop it. 

People suffered with 
high temperatures, 

headaches, sickness and 
even grew buboes –
large black spots that 
appeared under the 

armpits! 

The causes of Plague 
were different for 

everyone. Some people 
thought God sent it as a 

punishment, others 
thought it was bad 

smells. Now we know 
fleas carried on rats 

spread it. 

Curing the disease: 
praying to God for 
forgiveness, herbal 
remedies and even 
popping the buboes 

were all used to try and 
cure it – but they didn’t 

work!

Prevention of disease 
was similar. They lit 

fires and threw herbs 
into it to stop the bad 
smells, and killed cats 
and dogs so they did 

not carry the bad 
smells. 
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K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION KEY TERM DEFINITION

Chancellor
The most important person in England after the King. 

It involves sending out royal letters and charters. 
Magna Carta

A document  setting out people’s rights; the barons made 
King John sign it. 

Excommunicated
When someone has been officially excluded from 

the Christian Church. 
Tithings

A group of ten people who were responsible for each others 
behaviour

Democracy
A system where people are able to decide how their 
country or community should be run, usually by voting 

for leaders. 
Crusade

A series of journeys made by Christian Europeans to take 
the Holy land back from the Muslims in the Middle Ages. 

Parliament
Controls the country and is made up of the monarch, 

the house of lords and the house of commons. 
Treason

A crime against the king or country, punishable by Death in 
the Middle Ages.

The problems with henry III

What was the Black Death?

We now know that the
Black Death began in
China, and was spread by
fleas that attached
themselves to rats.
However, people in the
Medieval period did not
believe this! They thought
the plague was spread by
bad smelling air, or
‘Miasma’ or that God was
punishing them for their sins.
The Black Death spread
throughout Europe in the
1340s, and killed around
60% of the population.

In 1264, King Henry III got an army 
together to fight the Barons. He was 
unhappy that they’d made him sign 
the provisions of Oxford, because it 
took away a lot of his power.  The 
King’s army was led by Prince 
Edward, Henry’s son. The Barons 
army was led by Simon De-Montfort, 
who was married to King Henry’s 
sister. On 14th May 1264, the two 
sides fought a battle and the Barons 
won. King Henry and Prince Edward 
were taken prisoner. 

In 1265, Simon de Montfort called a 
meeting of the Great Council. Bur this 
time, he didn’t just invite the rich, 
important bishops and Barons. He 
also included two wealthy ordinary 
people from each large town and 
two knights from each county. This 
was the first time that ordinary 
people had been included in any sort 
of discussion about running the 
country. This meeting is often called 
the ‘First Parliament.’

Not surprisingly, the king and the 
young prince fought back.  Prince 
Edward escaped from prison and 
gathered another army together. In 
August of 1265, de Montforte army 
was defeated at the Battle of 
Evesham, he had all his legs and arms 
cut off, before they cut off his head!

Although De Montfort died, his idea 
lived on.  When Henry III died in 
1272, Prince Edward became king. 
He didn’t want to risk more fights with 
the Barons by scrapping parliament, 
so he kept meeting with them. Soon, 
the Barons in parliament realised they 
were quite powerful. For example, if 
the king needed money (which he 
often did) he knew he needed their 
permission to raise it. In return, 
Parliament would ask the kings 
permission to make new laws. 

How did the Black Death spread?
Why were the peasants so angry?

When we’re not doing work service and get
paid to do our job, our wages are very low.
But it wasn’t always like this! After the Black
Death killed lots of workers, there were not
enough people to do the job. So we asked for
more wages. For a time, our wages rose, but
then the King introduced a new law called the
‘Statute of Laborer's’ that said we couldn’t
earn more money than we did before the
Black Death!

I don’t own my own land;
the local lord gives me
some and I try to make a
living from it. But I still have
to work a few days a week
with no income. This is
called ‘work service’ and I
hate it. I just want to own
my own land.

There is a new tax
called the Poll Tax. The
king needs money to
pay for his war with
France and wants 12
pence from everyone:
rich and poor. The rich
can afford the taxes, but
we can’t! And they keep
going up.

Consequences of the peasants revolt

The Peasants told King Richard 
that they wanted higher wages 
and didn’t want to be forced to 

work for their lords for free for a 
few days a week. 

The King agreed, 
however he said that 
the killing must stop. 
Wat Tyler was killed 

days later which 
shocked the Peasants.

King Richard did not 
stick to any of his 

promises. He killed 
many of the leaders. 
But he did scrap the 

poll tax. 



August 1485: Henry Tudor defeats Richard III at the Battle of
Bosworth.

October 1485: Henry Tudor is crowned Henry VII at
Westminster Abby

1502: Prince Arthur dies, leaving Prince Henry the heir to the
throne.

1509: Henry VII dies and is succeeded by his son, Henry VIII. In the
same year, Henry VIII marries Catherine of Aragon.

1521: Henry VIII meats with Francis I in France at the Field of Cloth
of Gold to make peace.

1528: Henry VIII asks the Pope to annul his marriage to Catherine
of Aragon.

1233: Henry VIII married Anne Boleyn and she gives birth to his
daughter, Elizabeth.

Tudors
Timeline
Tudors
Timeline
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What happened when the Tudors ruled 

England?

What was the war of the roses?

What was Henry vIII’s great 

matter?

R E F O R M A T I O N
Martin Luther nailed his 95
thesis to the door of a
cathedral in Germany. This
then sparked the movement
away from the Catholic
Church, creating the
Protestants.

What was Henry vii like?

1534: Henry declares himself the Supreme Governor of the new
Church of England, starting the Protestant faith in England.

1553-1558: Mary I becomes the first Queen of England. She
changes the religion back to Catholicism.

1547-1553: Henry VIII dies, and his son Edward VI becomes King
of England.

Crowned in 1423, Henry VI 
was England’s youngest ever 

king at 9 months old. 
However, he was not a good 

king. He suffered from 
madness, and was considered 

a coward.

Two rival groups formed, the 
House of York on one side 
led by Henry’s enemy, the 
Duke of York, and House 

Lancaster on the other led by 
his wide Margaret of Anjou.

The Wars of the Roses lasted 
for several years, with each 
side taking lots of casualties. 
However, in the end it was 
House Lancaster that won, 

with Henry Tudor choosing to 
marry Elizabeth of York. 

What was Young Henry VIII like?
Henry VII was a very intelligent man. He
ended the War of the roses by marrying
Elizabeth of York, his rival to ensure
lasting peace in England. He secured his
throne by ensuring no one could have a
personal army making himself the most
powerful man in England, and he also
invested in new weapons. Finally, he was
able to save more money than ever
before, making sure that when he died,
Henry VIII had enough to run the country.

P R O T E S T A N T S
These were the group that moved
away from the Catholic faith.
Henry VIII set up his Church of
England, making himself the head
of it and all prayers would then
be said in English.

1558: Elizabeth I becomes Queen of England, she makes the
country Protestant again, and this is how it remains.

1588: The English defeats the Spanish Armada.

Who were the Catholics and the protestants. 
C A T H O L I C S

This was the original
Christian faith. They
believed that the Pope was
the head of the church, in
highly decorated churches
and that prayers should be
said in Latin.

1603: Elizabeth I dies, and James VI of Scotland becomes King.

I married 
Catherine of 

Aragon in 1509, 
but in that time, 

she only gave me 
a baby girl –
Mary – but I 
need a son to 

carry on my line. 

I also met a woman, Anne 
Boleyn, who I am madly in 
love with. I want to marry 

her so that we can be 
together properly, and so 
that she can give me the 

son I want more than 
anything. 

To get my own 
way, I made my 
own church, the 

Church of 
England, divorced 

Catherine and 
married Anne. 

I asked the Pope to 
divorce Catherine, but 
he said no! After all, 

she was married to my 
brother before me, so 
the marriage should 

never have been 
allowed to begin with. 

But the Pope is 
Catherine’s nephew so 

I will have to act.

Consequences of the reformation 

in England
Henry VIII was a devout Catholic in his younger
years, and was even given the title ‘Defender of the
Faith’ by the Pope. In order to remarry however, he
chose to create the Church of England and turn his
back on the Pope.

One of the biggest consequences of this was the
Dissolution of the Monasteries. Henry VIII wanted to
remove the influence of the Pope, so he closed all
the religious houses, and sent his loyalists out to take
all the treasures from them to boost his own
economy.

S O U R C E  A :  F R O M  H I S T O R I A N  D A V I D  
S T A R K E Y :

“Henry VIII loved entertaining. Henry VIII also spoke four different 
languages; English, French, Spanish and Latin. Henry VIII was a keen 
sportsman. He enjoyed hunting and loved jousting. Henry VIII also was 
a very keen poet and loved writing music. One interesting fact about 
Henry VIII was that he employed someone to wipe his bottom! He was 
officially called the Groom of the Stool. It was a much-prized job 
because the employee got to spend so much time with the King!”  

S O U R C E  B :  F R O M  H I S T O R I A N  L U C Y  
W O O D I N G

“Henry VIII loved to bet on anything – cards, dice, tennis, 
wrestling or jousting. He would sometimes win (and lose) the 
equivalent of thousands of pounds in one day. Henry VIII also 
loved to dress in the smartest, most expensive clothes. His fine 
shirts, gold buttons and jewel-encrusted jackets would have a 
cost a fortune. So, too was his legendary parties, held at any of 
Henry’s 55 palaces.”  



The queen would rule as 
‘Supreme Governor’ of the 

Church of England. This 
was accepted by Catholics 
who still wanted the Pope 

as their leader. 

Church services and the 
prayer book should be in 

English. Protestants 
believed everyone should 
be able to read the Bible, 
and not have it in Latin.

Churches should be 
decorated and some 
ceremonies should be 
allowed. Again, this 

appeased Catholics who 
wanted gold in their 

churches.

There would be no mass, 
and saints would receive 
no special prayers. These 

were both Catholic 
traditions that Protestants 

did not abide by.

TERRIBLE TUDORS
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K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION KEY TERM DEFINITION

Reformation
The 16th century movement away from the
Catholic church, creating the Protestant Church.

Execution
The process of killing or beheading an enemy or
convicted criminal.

Catholic
A Christian who follows the Catholic Church,
and believes in the Pope being the head of it.

Armada A fleet of warships.

Protestant
A Christian who does not follow the Catholic
Church, in England, they wanted the king to be
the head of the church.

Religious 
Settlement

A course of action followed by Elizabeth in order to
keep the peace between Catholics and Protestants.

Counter - Reformation
The reforming of the Church back to the
Catholic faith.

Treason
The crime of betraying your country, especially by
attempting to kill your monarch or government.

The religious Settlement

Who was the 9 day queen?

Edward became King at 9 when
Henry VIII died. During his reign, he
made sure that the Protestant faith
was fully installed in England,
creating a new prayer book and
defeating Catholic plots against
him.

Edward however, was very sick with
Tuberculosis and would not recover
from it. This would cause a crisis in
England as he did not have any
children that could directly take
over the throne

What happened with Edward vI?

What problems did Elizabeth face?

When Elizabeth became Queen in the November of 1558, it
was widely believed that she would restore the Protestant
faith in England. Mary's persecution of Protestants had done
much damage to the standing of Catholicism in England, and
the number of Protestants in the country was steadily
increasing.

Despite this, Mary actually forgave a lot of
people, allowing 800 Protestants to leave the
country and forgiving those who plotted
against her. She was also not as bad as King
Phillip of Spain, who burned, beheaded or
buried alive 30,000 Protestants.

Mary wanted to keep England a
Catholic country, so she burned to
death 285 protestants in 5 years,
meaning that on average one
person was burned to death every
five days.

Did Mary I deserve her nickname ‘bloody Mary’?

Instead of choosing one of his two
sisters to rule, Edward chose his cousin
Lady Jane Grey. She was a firm
Protestant and it would avoid his
older sister, Mary, becoming a
Catholic queen.

Mary however, would not accept this.
Henry VIII had stated in his will that
she should be the next monarch if
Edward died. So she rallied her
Catholic supporters, marched to
London, and removed Jane from the
throne. She was executed after just 9
days on the throne of England.

It was assumed that one of the first things Elizabeth
would do, would be to select a husband to help her
govern the country, and more importantly, to get her
pregnant. Without an heir of the Queen's body, the
future would be uncertain, however she chose never
to marry!

For many years Catholics plotted to overthrow
and kill Elizabeth in order to put Mary on her
throne. Mary herself did not recognize
Elizabeth as the true Queen, and believed
that she herself was the rightful Queen of
England.

As Elizabeth begins to age, the mirror shows lines
on her face. Her hair begins to go grey and she
often wore wigs. The rich diet is affecting her
teeth and they have started to rot. She doesn't
want people to think she is weak.

What happened with the Spanish Armada?

Spain had increasingly poor relations with England. From
Elizabeth rejecting King Philip II’s marriage proposal, to the
English pirates stealing all their gold, the Armada became
inevitable.

In 1588, the Spanish launched the Armada to attack
England. Elizabeth had spent months preparing, and so had
already made sure she had warning signs located on the
Southern Coast.

The Spanish reached the English Channel, but the weather
was against them. They anchored up, and in the night
Elizabeth sent her fire ships towards them, when they got
close enough they were set on fire burning the majority of
the Spanish ships.



People 
believed 
that God 

was 
punishing 
them for 
their sins 

again, and 
that 

miasma 
was 

spreading 
the plague 

To treat 
the 

plague, 
they 

believed 
that if you 

strap a 
live chicken 

to your 
spot and 
then kill it, 
you kill the 

plague. 

A type of 
prevention 
used was 
to kill any 
stray cats, 
dogs or 
pigeons. 
40,000 

dogs and 
200,000 
cats were 

killed.

The king 
decreed 

that 
people 

should fast 
regularly 

and 
ordered 
theatres 

and large 
funerals 

should be 
banned.

Plague 
doctors 

were used 
to try and 

help 
people 

treat the 
plague, 

they wore 
masks with 
herbs in to 
stop the 
miasma.

1603: James VI of Scotland was crowned James I of England,
uniting the two countries.

1604: James I ends the war with Spain, leading to 50 years of
peace.

1605: on the 5th November the gunpowder plot to assassinate
James I and blow up Parliament fails.

1607: The first permanent British colony is set up in America, called
Jamestown in Virginia.

1625: James I dies and his son Charles I becomes King of England.

1629: Charles I dissolves Parliament and begins 11 years of
personal rule.

1640: Parliament is recalled because the Scottish were making
demands of James that he could not agree to without their consent.

Stuarts
Timeline
Stuarts
Timeline
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What happened while the Stuarts 

ruled?

Why did parliament not like the Stuarts?

What happened with the Gunpowder plot?

What happened in the Great fire of London?

1660: The Restoration of the monarchy occurs, with Charles I son,
Charles II being made King of England..

1665: The Great Fire of London raged from 2nd – 5th of
September destroying two thirds of the city.

1664: The Great Plague of London killed more than 100,000
people.

The government in England 
did not want a foreign king 
ruling them. They did not like 
the fact that he was Scottish, 
and planned to help him rule 

more because of it.

The Stuart Kings, although 
Protestant, were still holding 
on to some Catholic values. 

This worried Parliament as no 
one wanted a return to the 
religious problems of the 

Tudors. 

The Stuarts were not open to 
Parliaments help. They saw 

themselves as ruling by 
‘Divine Right’ and so were not 
willing to listen to advice from 

others. 

What was the great plague?
On Sunday, 2nd September 1665, a fire
started in London. The buildings were
packed so tightly together that they
caught fire in quick succession.
Charles II ordered that the buildings in
the way of the fire but people refused to
let their homes go so the fire continued
for days.
Now, there are theories that the fire was
actually started on purpose to get rid of
any remnants of the Great Plague of
1664

1685: Charles II dies and his son, James II becomes King of
England.

1685: James suspends Parliament indefinitely and attempts to re-
catholicize England. .

Who were the Stuart kings of England?

What were the Pendle witch trials?
James I believed that there were women amongst the English
population who were in league with the devil, these women were
known as Witches. In 1612, a 9 year old beggar Jennet gave
evidence that led to 10 women being executed for their crimes.

Jenner’s mother hosted a party on Good Friday, when most people
should have been at church. The local constable heard about this and
arrested everyone who attended for being witches. The women were
taken to Lancaster Castle to be tried for their crimes, and then after
being found guilty hung at Gallows Hill.

James I: The first
Stuart King. He
was the son of
Mary, Queen of
Scots who had
been beheaded
in England.

Charles I: He
was disliked so
much he started
a civil war, which
led to him being
beheaded by
Oliver Cromwell.

Charles II: The
‘restoration’ King,
also known as the
Merry Monarch.
The King after
Cromwell’s failed
Republic.

Queen Elizabeth had worked so hard to settle the religious
differences in England. When James came to the throne
however, he managed to upset many of the different
religious groups. The Catholics were so angry with how they
were treated, they plotted to kill him. Guy Fawkes on the 5th

of November was to blow up the houses of Parliament,
however someone let the King know and all the plotters were
caught. They had the most horrific punishment for their crimes:
they were hung, drawn and quartered.

The plague started in
June 1665 to
November and swept
across the whole of
England. In one week
in September 7,000
people died! Across
the whole outbreak,
100,000 Londoners
died and 15% of the
whole population was
killed.
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K E Y  T E R M S

KEY TERM DEFINITION KEY TERM DEFINITION

Interregnum
The period from the execution of 
Charles I during which Oliver 
Cromwell rules England

Parliamentarian
A supporter of Parliament during the English
Civil War.

Restoration
The return of a monarch to the throne
of England, Charles II in 1660

Cavalry Soldiers on horses.

Civil War
Aa war between two groups of
people in the same country.

New Model 
Army

The army established during the Civil War
by the Parliamentarians

Royalist
A supporter of the Monarchy during
the English Civil War.

Infantry Soldiers on foot

Why was Charles executed?

1629: Charles closes Parliament for 11 years and begins his
independent rule.

1637: Charles forces the English prayer book on the Scottish.

1639: Rebellion breaks out in Scotland, they aren’t happy with the
changes Charles is forcing on them.

1640: Charles calls Parliament in response to the Scottish
Rebellion, however he dismisses them again after 3 weeks.

1640: Charles calls Parliament back in November of the same
year, however this time they are not going to leave.

1641: Charles makes peace with the Scots but rebellion then
breaks out in Ireland.

1642: Charles tries to arrest the 5 leading MPs in the house of
Commons and starts the Civil War.

Civil 
war 

Timeline

Civil 
war 

Timeline What happened when the Tudors ruled 

England?

1645: The New Model Army defeat the Royalists at Naseby –
Leicestershire.

1648: Charles starts the second civil war with the Scots but is
quickly defeated.

1646: Charles surrenders to the Scots

1649: Charles goes on trial for treason and is found guilty.

1949: Charles is executed on the 20th January.

1653 - 1658: Oliver Cromwell rules over England and
Parliament.

One of the main reasons the Civil War started was
because Charles did not call Parliament for 11
years, meaning he ruled by himself! He also
introduced a new prayer book, and began to make
changes to the church that made it seem more
‘Catholic’. After the religious problems of the
Tudors, people did not want a return to the Catholic
style of church.

By 1647, Charles’s troops had lost and he was
being kept prisoner by parliament. Many members
of parliament felt like they could not trust the king
and so they met to discuss what to do with him. Out
of the 286 MPs, 240 felt he should be given a
second chance. Those same MPs were stopped from
entering Parliament to vote, leaving 46 to vote on
what to do with him. They voted to put him on trial
for treason.

Charges were 
drawn up that stated 
Charles was a traitor 

to the crown. 

Charles refused to 
accept that the court 
had any right to put 

him on trial

He continued to plead 
not guilty. The court 
met without him and 
wrote down anyway 
that he plead guilty. 

The judge pronounced 
Charles Guilty without 
allowing him to make 

a statement. 

He was executed on 
Tuesday 30th January 

1649

Cromwell ended a war with the 
Netherlands and sorted out 

issues with Portugal. He made a 
deal with France against Spain, 
which led him capturing Jamaica 
in the West Indies and Dunkirk in 
France, which the Spanish were 

using as a Naval base. 

During Cromwell’s reign, sports and 
entertainment that ordinary people 
thoroughly enjoyed were stopped –

theatres were closed and music, 
gambling and dancing were banned. 

Boys caught playing football on a 
Sunday were whipped!

Cromwell wanted Parliament to rule the 
country. But in 1653, when the politicians 

tried to restrict people’s freedom to worship 
how they wished, Cromwell said that was 

wrong and dismissed them. Without 
Parliament, Cromwell ruled on his own – a 

bit like a king! The country was divided into 
11 areas, each with their own major 

general, who set taxes and made laws. 
They were very unpopular. 

Cromwell helped improve the army. The 
army was both feared and respected by 
France and Spain, which made the country 
safer. He also allowed Jewish people to 
return to the country and live peacefully, 

worshipping how they wanted. 

Why did Oliver Cromwell divide 

opinion?

The steps to 

execution

What caused the Civil war? What was the new model army? What was restoration?

1660: Cromwell dies and the restoration of the monarchy begins.

The New Model Army was England’s first
professional army. They were trained
properly, and organised into different
groups based on their skills, for example as
Pikemen, Cavalry or Infantry. It has been
argued that this army is the reason the
Royalists lost the war.

When Cromwell died in 1660, his
son was set to take over. However,
he was weak and not many people
liked him. In response, they decided
to bring back the monarchy, and
restore Charles II to the throne of
England.


