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Year 8 – Autumn Term 
 

Holidays, Technology and Hobbies 

Prior Learning 
Pupils learnt how to discuss sports and free time in year 7 so they will now add to this by 
talking about how they use technology, their music and TV tastes.  Pupils will also expand 
upon prior knowledge of common –ar verbs. 
 

What will I 
learn? 

In the first few weeks of the unit, we will introduce the preterite tense to enable pupils 
to talk about a holiday in the past. Pupils will then recap the present tense to enable 
them to produce a piece of writing using 2 different tenses.  Pupils will then learn how to 
talk about online activities, genres of music and TV programmes in Spanish, incorporating 
both the present and preterite tenses. 
 

How will I be 
assessed? 

Regular formative assessment is used in lessons through targeted questioning, quick 
quizzes and mini whiteboard work. The department also conducts regular vocabulary and 
phonics tests. At the end of each half term formal assessments take place which assess 
pupils’ application of vocabulary and grammar. These test at least two of the key skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 

Next Steps 

The preterite tense is one of the tenses required to achieve a grade 4 at GCSE, so we are 
introducing pupils to this early. They will revisit this in year 9 when they describe a film 
they have seen recently. The skills and vocabulary covered in this unit of work build the 
foundations for the next term’s unit of language, where pupils will talk about their school 
and recent activities in school.  
 

Opportunities 
for 
Independent 
Learning 

Pupils will be set weekly homework on www.languagenut.com written by the teacher 
which allows them to revise vocabulary and grammar taught in the lesson. 

Personal 
Development 
and CEIAG 

Pupils will be given the opportunity to discuss how prevalent Spanish is around the world 
and the importance of learning a language for future employability, by looking at where 
Spanish is spoken in the world. There will be a focus upon tourism jobs in which a 
knowledge of other languages is desirable.  
 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 
(Cultural 
Capital) 

We discuss Spanish Christmas traditions, learn Spanish songs, look at Hispanic and 
Spanish celebrities, traditional Spanish names and their equivalents in British culture. We 
use YouTube clips of songs from Hispanic countries to teach and practise items of 
vocabulary so pupils get to hear and work with authentic Spanish.  
An excellent starting point for Spanish songs to practise the terms taught in class is 
https://youtu.be/gqcdprkmSU8  - Basho and Friends to learn a song about greetings in 
Spanish.  Discover information on how the Spanish celebrate Christmas at 
https://www.donquijote.org/spanish-culture/holidays/christmas/ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 – Spring Term 
 

Shopping, Fashion and Going out with Friends 

Prior Learning 
Pupils will use their knowledge of Spanish colours and adjectival agreement to describe 
items of clothing. Pupils saw the verb ‘poder’ in the first week of year 7 and they will now 
use this to say why they can’t make plans with someone.  
 

What will I 
learn? 

At the beginning of the unit, pupils will learn about different types of shops in Spanish 
and learn how to shop for souvenirs. Pupils will then look at clothing items and the future 
tense will be introduced to talk about what pupils are going to wear. Pupils will also look 
at making plans with friends, using the verbs ‘tener and ‘poder’ and then practise asking 
for directions.   
 

How will I be 
assessed? 

Regular formative assessment is used in lessons through targeted questioning, quick 
quizzes and mini whiteboard work. The department also conducts regular vocabulary and 
phonics tests. At the end of each half term formal assessments take place which assess 
pupils’ application of vocabulary and grammar. These test at least two of the key skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 

Next Steps 

The skills and vocabulary covered in this unit of work build the foundations for the next 
term’s unit of language, where pupils will use continue to use the future tense to talk 
about what they’re going to buy.  In year 9, the verbs tener and poder is re-capped in half 
term 6 (Global Rights) and in year 10 half term 2 & 3 (Mi Insti & Mi gente) and in year 11 
half term 1 (El trabajo).  
 

Opportunities 
for 
Independent 
Learning 

Pupils will be set weekly homework on www.languagenut.com written by the teacher 
which allows them to revise vocabulary and grammar taught in the lesson. 

Personal 
Development 
and CEIAG 

Pupils learn about living in a diverse society, about different Spanish speaking countries 
such as Columbia. Pair work in class and controlled class games teaches pupils the skill of 
teamwork and collaboration which are important transferable skills for future 
employment.  

Enrichment 
Opportunities 
(Cultural 
Capital) 

Pupils can research interesting facts about the Spanish speaking world by watching this 
YouTube clip  https://youtu.be/HH7QNkYyVbc They can pick a country of interest such 
as Colombia and complete a fact-file about in Spanish, using the descriptive vocabulary 
in Spanish. Use  https://rockalingua.com/videos/spanish-speaking-countries to learn a 
catchy song about all the countries where Spanish is spoken.   
 



 

 

 

Year 8 – Summer Term 
 

Food, Shopping and Preparing for a Party  

Prior Learning 
Pupils re-cap the use of the 1st person singular of regular AR verbs to talk about what 
they eat and drink on a typical day.  They will re-use the future tense to talk about what 
they are going to buy and also to prepare for a party in the future. 
 

What will I 
learn? 

This unit teaches pupils how to buy food and drinks at a supermarket and a restaurant, 
Pupils will continue to use the near future tense to say what they are going to buy and 
order. Pupils will revisit the idea of masculine and feminine nouns and they will also recap 
numbers from year 7 to talk about quantities and prices of food.  
 

How will I be 
assessed? 

Regular formative assessment is used in lessons through targeted questioning, quick 
quizzes and mini whiteboard work. The department also conducts regular vocabulary and 
phonics tests. At the end of this unit, pupils will be assessed on everything they have 
learnt this year, including writing in three tenses in Spanish.  
 

Next Steps 

The vocabulary and grammar taught in this unit will prepare students for the topic of 
health and fitness in year 9. Pupils will also revisit food and shopping at GCSE. As pupils 
have now covered the past, present and future tenses, they have now covered the 
grammatical content they will need to achieve a Grade 4 at GCSE. These tenses will be 
revisited in year 9.   
 

Opportunities 
for 
Independent 
Learning 

Pupils will be set weekly homework on www.languagenut.com written by the teacher 
which allows them to revise vocabulary and grammar taught in the lesson. 

Personal 
Development 
and CEIAG 

Pupils learn important transferable skills such as teamwork and co-operation. They learn 
to listen and be respectful of others during class games and competitions. 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 
(Cultural 
Capital) 

Pupils can compare Spanish life to that of life in Latin American Spanish speaking 
countries like that of Cuba, Columbia and Mexico. They can access the following video 
which describes life in Spain for a young person https://youtu.be/oOUJDUD1czo.    


